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Association between Distance from Home or Relationship with Family and Students’ Exam Scores
Student’s Name

University Affiliation

Introduction

It has been widely documented that some college students end up attaining their degrees at reduced rates than that of their peers. Usually, such students will regularly make it a priority to choose their college based on the distance from their homes. This means that length affects their educational performance, and this is the focus of this paper (Costa, Rosalina, Vieira, Carlos & Vieira, 2017).  Past research has established that some students who end up attending colleges that are far away from their homes are highly likely to leave college having attained a bachelor's degree. There exists a relationship between distance from college and the performance of a student in their exams during their years of enrolment. This paper does a review of how college accessibility brings about inequality within education and the theoretical implications for the same.
Literature Review

Unlike in the traditional past, for several students who may be the first ones within their family to go to college, decisions regarding their college choices are not entirely embedded on the school prestige or the reputation of the school, their program of choice or how to fit the institution is (Garza & Fullerton, 2018). For such students, their decision in college is greatly influenced by their family responsibilities, financial constraints along with other environmental factors. Research indicates that some college students go to colleges that are closer to their homes than the ones whose parents had gone through college. Furthermore, more of the first-generation students than their counterparts accept the significance of living at home while they are studying and agree that living closer to their home did influence their choice of college (Mooney, Sherman & lo Presto, 1991). Much as the distance from home while studying has an impact; it surely has implications on the educational outcome of the student.

Research suggests that environmental influences like in the type of financial obligations, family commitments, and culture traits are known to have a significant influence on the decision students make to be enrolled in school than other variables that are academically related. These kinds of factors may likely pull students from their wholesome experiences, which are linked to their commitment to the various institutions (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). First-generation students are mostly quite vulnerable to such kinds of disadvantages which come with environmental influences that a person may not be in control of. Quite varied from their non-first generation peers, such types of students are highly likely to be from disadvantaged and even poor backgrounds. They may also be coming from minority ethnic classifications and hence have a higher responsibility away from their college environment. The students with parents who may not possess a college degree are also likely to attend college just part of the time; they will make their job responsibilities a priority over their classwork, and hence they will live at home or off-campus while still enrolled in school.
It is slightly less hard to have the understanding that first-generation students end up finding themselves rather easily detached from their college environment and hence achieve lower grades. They are also at a greater risk of dropping from college while having the knowledge that environmental influences may end up competing for the student's time that college may be demanding (Mooney, Sherman & lo Presto, 1991). Therefore, one should not ignore the environmental variables whenever they are scrutinizing the academic performance of students so that they arrive at an incomplete as well as likely misguided understandings of the performance of students while they are in college.

How Distance from Home Matters
 
The nearness from home may affect the overall experiences of the students in college in a positive as well as in a negative way. Going by the cost or the consideration of the geographical location, first-generation students will likely choose to get enrolled in their community colleges or even four-year schools of learning which are near their homes (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). Living at home when one is enrolled in college will benefit the student socioeconomically when they are a disadvantage. This will be due to a reductions in savings in their tuition, their rent liabilities, utilities, or the associated expenses for commuting to school. This is highly likely to be a more attractive choice going by the decline in need-based financial help programs. Furthermore, the significance of living at home or close to the members of one’s family while a student is enrolled in college is embedded in the family roots of the student as well as the associated cultural norms.
Distance and achieving a degree
 
Much as living close to the home environment or at home is quite beneficial for cultural and financial reasons; the associated advantages may not show equally as it relates to the social as well as academic integration while in the college environment. Research shows that sure residential students in college look at the probability of going away to school as their redefining as well as explorative initiative (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). However, such kinds of opportunities may not be possible if the student may be living at home, and they are attending school. It is a fact that first-generation students will not take part actively in student organizations as well as other college aspects. Still, there is a more significant majority of their high school friends at various workplaces. This one will have a more significant impact on these students, forming a connection within the school environment. In essence, those students who are living at their homes get to experience a detachment from academics, which affects their ability to accessing informal but significant knowledge from their counterparts. This may be on the way they should be navigating in the college environment to perform better. Those students who get to live on campus will end up achieving more social integration (Costa et al., 2017). The effect of this is that it will increase their ability to access social networks or the social groups that are within the campus, and these social groups will help them in their studies whenever they encounter problems in their academics.
 
Apart from the indirect academic disadvantage of the absence of cultural investment that emanates from the weak integration of the social aspect when students are living at a far distance from the campus or near their home, it may also have a negative influence on the desire the student has of persisting in college (Costa et al., 2017). Research shows that the pressure in which African American students may have worked in the form of the caregiver or the provider for their immediate family may end up becoming quite overwhelming, and this may lead them to leave school so that they preserve their ties with their family. It is not just a fact that there is a direct link between residing in school as a new student and the completion of the degree program but residing at home or in off-school housing in the first year of the student while they are in college will hurt the student doing well in their exams (Costa et al., 2017). When students are near the school, they are likely to realize greater cohesion socially as well as integration within the environment in college, and this one will mitigate the significant risks to their persistence in classwork. 
Distance and performance in exams


Apart from sacrificing some good social integration opportunities influencing the levels of persistence, those students who may not access their college or university are minimally likely to have the advantage of academic development opportunities which may assist them in their exam performance (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). For example, research shows that a positive link between the home distance of a student and their satisfaction level with their course instructors but also going to school at a certain distance from home will affect the satisfaction a student has with their study experience. It has also been well-documented that when a student lives on campus, they will have a higher intellectual as well as cognitive learning along with critical thinking advantages (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). However, such kinds of benefits are noted to be linked to the academic performance of the student. Consequently, living on campus or near the school will likely have a positive influence on the exam performance of a student. Those students who must drive to school f will have less contact with their course professors and hence will not have sufficient time to take advantage of the school activities, which may be helpful to them academically. The effect of this is poor performance in exams.
Some other studies premise that family obligations are a source of academic struggles for individual students (Sun, Hagedorn & Zhang, 2016). There are cases that students who live with family or near family may end up being psychologically traumatized to the extent that they will perform dismally in their examinations. For instance, in case there are strained relationships between parents back at home, it may affect the student's emotional needs that may end up affecting how they perform in examinations. Students are known to have emotional needs that have to be catered for them to realize emotional stability (Mooney, Sherman & lo Presto, 1991). Those students who come from homes where there is peace will not have significant problems while studying for their courses as opposed to the ones coming from homes where there are issues left and right.
Conclusion

 In summary, the distance that a student has between their school and the home is a factor that influences the performance of a student in their examinations. It is not a factor that is cast on stone as either way; it may have a positive or negative influence on the student.
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